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Minister’'sMusings

Presdent’sL etter

Wow! We havejust finished
an intense period of Fellow-
ship energy, activity and
decision making. At thistime
| do not know whether or not
| have been called to be your
settled minister, but | do know
that each of you hascarefully
considered what is best for thisfellowship and voted
your heart and reasoninthismatter. Congratul ations
arein order!

Congratulations. ..and then back towork. We
are blessed with a full fellowship hall on Sundays.
Membership Committee is welcoming visitors and
assisting folks toward joining. Know that folks are
coming because they hear our message, share our
valuesand want to participate in adynamic, beloved
community.

L et uscontinueto work together to foster spiri-
tual growth and promote social justice. Let ussafely
and comfortably share our differencesand questions
aswe aso share common ideals. Together, with one
voice.

May it beso. Rev Deane Oliva

Committeeon Ministry

WEell, it's been an exciting couple of months.
Rev. Deane has joined us as a consulting minister
and is now officially candidating for settled minis-
ter. It'shard for me to write thisto meet the Unicorn
deadline, which is at the start of candidating week,
knowing that by the time you read this the process
will be complete and we will have either called Rev
Deane or be facing another ministerial search.

COM met in September and October with Rev
Deane and the Board President, Marsha. The meet-
ings were normal business, enhanced by the new
makeup of the committee and getting to know Rev
Deane. It is both exciting and a little scary being
involved in thewhirlwind of acceptance, candidating
and calling anew minister.

| have faith that it will turn out as it should
and that the strength of all our members will get us
through the process, keeping our eyes on the prize
and remembering the big pictureand long run through
the differences that will come up in the process.

EricaCrawfordfor theC.O.M. (mysdf, Mark
Rogers, Bob Kraft, LindaNeher and L ee Cavanaugh)
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Dear Friends,

Volunteering isaform of shared ministry. It
isone of thewayswe giveto the Fellowship and one
of the waysthe Fellowship givesback to us. People
usually volunteer because they want to help, want to
feel useful, want to learn a new skill, want to make
new friends, or want to get out and do something other
than what they do at work. They will have a good
experience as a volunteer if they are adequately in-
formed about the scope of the task, are adequately
trained, and feel welcomed and appreciated.

| have consistently contributed my time and
skillsto the Fellowship in avariety of waysover the
almost tenyears| have been amember and havegiven
alot of thought to the experience of being a volun-
teer. On the whole | have been pleased, perhaps
because | try to be aware of my limitations and
strengths and to volunteer in ways that match me;
when | have been unhappy as a volunteer at the
Fellowship it usually has something to do with
acknowledgment, with "being seen” for who | am and
for what | am contributing.

How good ajob do we do in acknowledging
each other for our work in the community? In this
month of thanksgiving, | want to recognizeall of our
volunteers, from the busy parent who can give an hour
on Sunday to help in Religious Education to the
member of the Board who givesfive hoursaweek to
governance matters. When | last counted there were
over forty of our members in specific volunteer
positions. Thisis one third of our membership and
that number doesn't account for all of therest of the
members who help out in a myriad of ways on
Sunday and at special events. There are many mem-
berssharing inthe ministry of volunteering.

We have much to be thankful for. Let's be
sure to give thanks to each other for giving of
ourselves as volunteers. MarshaHudson




Opening Words

Gratefulness brings joy into my life. How
could I find joy inwhat | take for granted? So | stop
“taking for granted,” and there is no end to the
surprises| find. A grateful attitude isacreative one,
because, inthefinal analysis, opportunity isthe gift
within the gift of every moment —the opportunity to
see and hear and smell and touch and taste with
pleasure.

Thereisno closer bond that the onethan grate-
fulness celebrates, the bond between giver and
thanksgiver. Everythingisagift. Grateful livingisa
celebration of the universal give-and-take of life; a
limitlessyesto belonging.

Can our world survive without grateful ness?
Whatever the answer, one thing is certain: to say an
unconditional yes to the mutual belonging of all
beings will make this a more joyful world. Thisis
thereason why yesismy favorite synonym for God.

--Brother David Steindl-Rast

Congregational M eeting
November 18

Please plan to attend the congregational meet-
ing to elect the 2007-2008 Nominating Committee on
November 18 at 11:30am. We will be electing four
new members, rather than the usual three members,
because one member, Meg Lehr, had to resign (for
family reasons) whilein thefirst of her two year term.

The'06-'07 nominating committee comprised
Karen Aaker, Lee Cavanaugh, Brent Haddad, Marsha
Hudson, and Meg Lehr. Marsha Hudson, Brent
Haddad, and Lee Cavanaugh completed their term
this year (Marsha Hudson resigned in April when
she became the President-elect.)

We will also ratify by vote the board selec-
tion of Kara Bowman as treasurer to replace Lora
Lee Chapman, effective September 15, and Helen
I sherwood astrusteeto replace Mary Lou Lambwho
resigned as of October 1, 2007.

by MarshaHudson, UUF President
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“TheSky’'stheLimit”
Auction Success

On October 20 the UUF was al aglow! The
auction items, food, and decorations
tantalized our sensesand everyonein
attendance had agreat time. V Kinsley
was outstanding as the auctioneer and
wejust want to publicly thank her
for sharing her time and talent with us.

So how much did we earn, you ask? The
estimate for now is $6,300 and we will be sharing
%10 of this total with ISSP, COPA, Jacob’s Heart,
and WomanCARE. We want to thank everyone who
donated and participated in thisfundraising event.

Yoursin Service,
Terra Collier-Young and Bobbi Jo Palmer

Poems of Praise

Poet Maggie Paul, author of thefeatured poem
“Lost Boy” in the July/August Unicorn, founding
member of Poetry SantaCruz, an English and Poetry
teacher at California State University Monterey Bay,
and most recently published in the book “ Harvest
fromthe Emerald Orchard” will beleading adaylong
workshop called “Poems of Praise” on February 2,
2008, from 10am to 4pm. The cost is $20 per per-
son. Thisevent isorganized by the UUF Auction Com-
mittee and the proceeds are a part of the “ Sky’s the
Limit” auction profit. Please contact meto sign up
for this special event.
Inthe Love of Poetry,
Terra Collier-Young ,
terracoyo@yahoo.com, 462-4995

“Thank God For Evolution”

[z I(H.-J I_} i
EVOLLTTHON!

Rev Michael Dowd and hiswife,
science writer Connie Barlow of
“TheGreat Story,” havewritten anew
book called “ Thank God for
Evolution” whichis praised by UU
ministers, Nobel Laureatesand other
Luminaries. It can be found at their
website www. ThankGodforEvol ution.com.



ThelLarger UU Picture

The Pacific Central Districts

Leadership
Development

Day, 2007

Saturday, November 10 at the Palo Alto Church:
The Pacific Central District’s Leadership Develop-
ment isadaylong adventure of learning, networking,
worshipping, seeing old friends and making new ones.
This year there are a number of very worthwhile
workshops conducted by expert leadersthat directly
speak to our Fellowship needs. These are described
here:
Congregational Polity: Congregational Polity isour
basic organizing principlefor Unitarian Universalist
congregations. What isit? Where doesit comefrom?
What does it mean for our Fellowship? Are we do-
ing it right? Who are we accountable to?
Tips & Teamwork for Teachers. This workshop is
intended primarily for volunteerswho work directly
with children and/or youth in a congregation's Reli-
gious Education or Faith Development program. Al
participants will learn about what's essentially the
same and what's widely divergent among our PCD
congregations.
Hospitality As Spiritual Practice: It can be very dif-
ficult for acongregation of mostly introvertstoinsti-
tutionalize hospitality unless they are supported by
an attitude of spiritual practice. Thisworkshop frames
many of the spiritual conceptsaround“ Radical Hos-
pitality” and offersasmall group ministry approach
to supporting thiswork.
The Seven Principles: We are severa years over-
due in reviewing the Seven Principles, as required
by the bylaws of the UUA. The Commission on Ap-
praisal hasthe process underway and isencouraging
all UU congregations to play areal part in this re-
view.
Singing for L eadership: Thisworkshop exploresthe
connection between participation in singing and the
development of |eadership qualities. Theinteractive
teaching/learning method of thisworkshop is based
on Transformative Learning
UU Voices for Healthcare: In this session we will
providetraining onissues of health, healing, and ac-
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cessto healthcarefor all, and we will build aframe-
work for congregational leadersto organize conver-
sations around stories to develop personal commit-
ment to reform.

| heartily inviteal interested in UUF leader-
ship to register now at: http://www.pcd-uua.org/
events. Call or email meto car pool.

UUA Growth Campaign Report:

Thenational UUA campaign to grow our faithiswell
underway. We know that an authentic and sustained
effort to grow our faith demands that we focus on
five areas of development — diversity, leadership,
numbers, witness and spirit.

Aspart of that effort, the Bay AreaMarketing
Campaign waslaunched last month by the PCD, com-
plete with radio and newspaper ads, even a display
ad inthe October 15 Time magazine. | hope some of
you have seen them. I’ ve spoken with several con-
gregationsincluding L os Gatos, San Joseand Marin,
three congregations to which I am the PCD liaison.
As of thiswriting, the response has been very posi-
tive—even “lost” membersarereturning.

While our congregationis
not one of the 17 targeted <« :
congregations, asa‘“ commuter A
congregation” weareexperiencing INOW s
an uptick invisitorsand should THETTME
be prepared to show our radical A CAWERIH TO
hospitality to our Sunday Graw GuR fars
morning guests. NOW ISTHE TIME!

UUA Association Sunday:

At the national level, Association
Sunday, on October 14, brought a
welcome recognition and financial
response from member congregations. Our own
Fellowship had a great response, contributing a
significant offering. We had approximatly $80 from
the undesignated plate offering and an additional
fifteen contribution envel opes sent to the UUA. Our
total will be announced next month. We can be proud
of fully supporting thisnational effort.

InFaith, Kéren Aaker

PCD Board Trustee and UUF Member

i, . .

Check out these UU associated websites:
'1¢' WWW.Uua.org, Www.pcd-uua.org,

www.uuba.org, and of course our own
www.uufscc.org



Sunday Service Committee

ThePoet’s Corner

The Sunday Services Committee (SSC) works
to ensure consistent and inspiring services each
Sunday. In order to make our services professional
and reliable, we need to keep to certain time con-
straints. The committee clarified some of these con-
straints recently at a half-day retreat and we wanted
to sharethem with you.

We encourage all membersto find their seats
by 9:50 for the Open Announcement period. All
comments and announcements are welcome during
thisperiod. Lengthislimited only by how many people
wish to speak. Our service beginsat 10:00. Unlessit
is an all-ages service, the children will be sung out
to their Religious Education (RE) classes between
10:15 and 10:20. In order to have consistency with
RE, our serviceswill end between 11:10 and 11:15.

If youwould liketo propose asubject or guest
speaker for a future lay-led service, please contact
Andy Kreychefor aSunday Service Proposal Form.
We are looking for more service associates and will
offer training after the first of the year. If you are at
all interested in serving the Fellowship in this way,
contact Andy at akreyche@baymoon.com or 831-429-
1032.

CUUPS: the Sixth Sourceand
Seventh Principle

On Sunday November 4, CUUPS, Rev Deane,
and | will be leading the annual Samhain~All Souls
service. Weinvite you to bring an artifact to put on
the community altar (please be sure to take it home
withyou!) This specia serviceisan opportunity to
remember and show gratitude to those who came be-
fore us, to those on whose shoul derswe stand and on
whoseboneswewalk. Inthismonth of thanksgiving
let us reflect on the abundance of our blessings and
extend humble gratitude to the Universal Life Spirit.

Blessed Be, Terra Collier-Young

For moreinformation about CUUPS (the Cov-
enant of UU PaganS) contact Terra at
terracoyo@yahoo.com.

Finance Committeeand eScrip

C The Finance Committeeis
@ 3 looking for avolunteer to
work with the eScrip fundraising program. Please
contact Donna Senko if you can help out with this
very easy way to raise money for the UUF. To sign
up to participate in eScrip go to the website at
www.uufscc.org and click on thelink. -5

o May theglory of the passing away
S, of autumn
\ [ lieabout us
oL freshgold
" foratime.
And when the dark comes, and
the cold
may we remember how today we
standinglory,
- 4  howwewalkinbounty
< l\7=_heaped upon earth’s dark carpet,
'/ 4% how we move kneedeep in
i abundance
“" flung against night’swinter curtain.
We arethankful for itscoming
and for its passing.

Let it be. - Barbara J. Pescan

(Please submit your poetry to unicorn@uufscc.org)
Art Committee News

Words to characterize the recent meeting of
the Art Committee would include exciting, interest-
ing, and productive: the Committee has developed a
mission statement; the Totem Art Project workshop
planswerefinalized; the UUF member art show was
planned; we also discussed the possibility of creat-
ing sculpture from the remaining trunk of the olive
tree in the courtyard. Artist Toshi Kawai brought a
model of hisinspiring scul pturefor the sanctuary main
wall to our meeting in October. We are hoping to
bring the main wall art project to the Congregation
for their decision on it at an upcoming Congrega-
tional meeting on November 18.

Indeed it is agood time to be part of the Art
Committee, to seethe aesthetics of the sanctuary and
the garden being enhanced, and to know that artisas
fully apart of our worship asissocial justice, music,
religious education, spiritual growth, community and
al the other facets that go into being Unitarian
Universalists. We are blessed.

Submitted by Joan Roberts

MokumeMayu
#2 & #3
by Toshi Kawal




Social Action Committee News

A Trip to Cuba by Chea Berra:

On October 13, | spoke at John Isherwood’s
Memorial service. Here was a man who had done
so much, had traveled the world - being vocal wit-
ness to the injustices, healing the victimized, work-
ing for a better and just world.

My daughters and | were the first recipients
of the John D. Isherwood Educational and Travel
Grant. John’s wish was to give people an opportu-
nity to change themselvesand theworld. Because of
it, Hayley, Carlaand | were able to join the Pastors
for Peace Caravan to Cubataking humanitarian medi-
cal aid to a country that for forty years has been
ravaged by aU.S. blockade.

For several months before we joined the
Pastorsfor Peace Caravan to Cubaon July 13, 2007,
| had felt amost parayzed, experiencing such aloss
of hope. | am not an expert on Cuba and cannot
addressthetacticsor asserted failures of Fidel Castro.
What | can shareis simply what we saw and heard.

We saw avillage. Wherefamiliesand neigh-
bors are all part of a support system for each other;
everybody working together, playing together, taking
care of each other. Where the most vulnerable—the
youngest and the eldest- are treated with respect and
compassion.

We saw a government that prioritizes
children, families, and education. The government
makes provisionsfor mothersto be ableto stay home
and carefor their children. We spoke with awoman
who was able to stay with her baby for 18 months
with her salary paid and with the guarantee that she
would have her job back. We heard of social pro-
gramsand workersthat provideimmediate assistance
when afamily or childisin crisis. Resources are put
into education. Anyone, for example, can attend the
university free of charge.

We saw happy, healthy, well taken care of
children. They seemed to have such an opennessand
purity. They’re not weighted down with all the gad-
gets, al theinvented needsthat our kids have here.

We saw ahealthcare system more concerned
about actually helping people than in profit margin.
Doctors in Cuba are not trained to commercialize
medicine. They learn that the principle of socia
medicineisto prevent illness and to save lives; that
health isnot only amatter of biology but amatter for
society.

We saw that Cuba actually strives to share
these values and benefits with the rest of the world.

The School of Medicinein Havanatrainsdoctorsfor
free from poor and underdeveloped countries and
communities so that these doctors can then go back
and provide careto their communities. Cubaoffered
to send 1,500 emergency aid workersto help during
Katrina, but Bush refused their help!

Cuba offers a different model that provides
both hope and the possibility that alternatives do
exist to make abetter world possible. My girlsand |
were profoundly moved by our trip. And, as John
envisioned, we are ready to use what we' ve learned
and are committed to working towards making a
better and just world. John’s spirit and life’'s work
arestill very much with us.

Green Sanctuary News:
The Green Team will be wrapping
up theinventory and audit soon.
Well be announcing the next step to
our commitment of being certified
asan official "Green" home of worship.

Meanwhile, you and your family cantry new
habits that go easy on the Earth. In the kitchen,
instead of buying bottled water, try afaucet-mounted
filter. You can also attach alow-flow aerator to your
kitchen faucet to mix air into the stream and cut water
usage without affecting pressure. To clean kitchen
surfacesand dishware, keep astack of machinewash-
able dishcloths on hand instead of paper towels or
disposable wipes. Work your dishwasher. It actu-
ally useslesswater than doing dishes by hand. Run
itonly whenfull, setting it onlight rather than heavy
wash, air-dry instead of heat. Automatic dishwashing
detergents can contain phosphatesthat, when rel eased
into local waterways, cause algae growth that threat-
ens marine life. Some detergents release chlorine
into dishwasher's steam and indoor air. The Hospi-
tality Committee and the Green Team will display
“green” productsat future tabling. Comeandtalk to
usat our table at coffee hour.

For the 2007-2008 year one of thefoci of the
youth religious education program will bethe 7th UU
principle - respect for theinterconnected web of life
- in concert with the greening of the sanctuary pro-
gram. They would welcome the assistance of any
adultswho would liketo work with theyouth on this
and other social action projects, such as improving
the recycling and/or composting programs at the
fellowship. If interested please contact Karen Holl -
239-4110, kholl @ucsc.edu.

From CO-OPAMERICA, Fall 2007. There's
adifference between RECY CLEand DOWNCY CLE!
Even though we may tossall sortsof materialsin our
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recycling bins, not all of it isrecycled into the same
kind of product. Much of it is, instead downcycled
into alesser kind of product which often cannot be
recycled again. Aluminum, steel and glass can be
recycled over and over again. Office paper can be
recycled only so often until the fibers shorten and
cannot be reused again; then it is dumped into the
landfill. Newsprint has even a shorter recycled life
beforeit is downcycled then dumped in the landfill.
Plastics #1-#2 are downcycled once then thrown in
thelandfill. Plastics#3-#7 arerarely recyclable. Re-
cycling programs accept these plastics to simplify
the program for customers but will send themto land-
fillsor incinerators. Some storeswill accept plastic
bagsfor "recycling;" some will become plastic lum-
ber but most plastic bagsare bought inlarge quantity,
then shipped overseas where they are incinerated or
landfilled.

Global news from the Sierra Club: Cutting
back on meat can help control global warming. Ac-
cording to arecent UN report, animal agricultureis
responsible for 18% of the world's greenhouse gas
emissions as measured in CO2 equivalents. Trans-
portation emits 13.6%. Livestock isidentified asa
culprit in fifteen out of twenty-four important eco-
systemsthat are assessed asin decline. How to help?
Three times aday we can help the planet by shifting
food choicestowards more plant-based, local organi-
cally grown foods. By eating less meat we can help
reduce greenhouse gases, water damage and land
damage. Submitted by Pett Taylor

Social Action Committee Monthly Meeting:

Scheduled for Thursday, November 1, 7:00pm, at the
UUF; thefirst Thursday of each month thereafter; same
place and time.

SAC Open House Scheduled:
Sunday, December 9, after the service, the Social
Action Committee will hold its annual Open House
for 2007. Thiswill be a potluck and will provide an
opportunity for congregantsto meet and talk with area
socia service providers and activists.

Film Series for 2008;

Starting in January through June ‘08, we will feature
afilm series on Sundays and the second Friday of
each month. Filmsfrom asocial justice perspective
will be selected to inform, challenge and inspire.
Please contact us about any filmsthat you would rec-
ommend for thisUU Series. Contact: Ruth Valdez at
ruth@emeraldcitydesign.net, Marcia Heath at
Marcia200heath@yahoo.com, or Joan Roberts at
jojoro@cruzio.com.

“Salud,” a Film on Medical Training in Cuba:
Sunday, November 4, 2007, after the service SAC
will be featuring the film “Salud.” We will take a
look at thetraining of physiciansin Cubaand discuss
its relevance to medical treatment. You will see a
different mindset with Cuban doctorsworking around
the world providing health care to those in need and
hel ping governments set up clinics. Corrine Woods
will be present to share her granddaughter’s current
experiencesin the free medical school in Havana.

Contact: cheaberra@hotmail.com

“Save Darfur” Meeting Set:
Sunday, November 11, after the
servicethefirst Darfur Committee
meetingwill take place. We will be
. talking about immediate and longer-
En“nmﬂ term wayswe, asindividuals and as
a congregation, can work to end the
genocide occurring in the Darfur region of Sudan.
After recently viewing two films on the UU Service
Committee’swork inthe Nazi eraand now in Darfur,
many attendees agreed to wear a green Save Darfur
wristband to raise awareness about the genocide in
Darfur.

At this next meeting further actions will be
planned: someideasare divestment, signsinfront of
our homes, donating solar ovensto prevent rapeswhen
the women go searching for firewood. Contact:
Deborah Pembrook, at pembrookspot@yahoo.com

All are welcome, and needed!

“Health Care for All” film;

Sunday, December 2, thefilm “HealthCarefor All”
will be screened. Thisfilm givesin-depth informa-
tion on the Healthcare for All bill in the California
Legidature, SB840. Discussion afterwards. There
are things we can do now to expand support for this
genuinereform, whichisstill aliveand kicking. It's
the only Legidative bill which leaves out the insur-
ance companies!

“Not another dollar. Not another Life.”

Our UUFSCC board recently endorsed Unitarian
Universalist Association President Rev Bill
Sinkford’'scall for rapidly ending USinvolvement in
Iraq under the slogan “Not another dollar. Not
another Life.” Rev Sinkford delivered over 13,000
signaturesto National Congressiona L eaders, includ-
ing Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid. Among thosewere 105
signaturesfrom our congregation to further our state-
ment against thewar.
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Youth Religious
Education Review

Children'sReligious Educationismoving full
steam ahead for the fall. We'rethrilled to have two
new teachers on board!

Annabelle Siino, afive-year veteran teacher of
elementary special education, is teaching our 4-6
grade class. She brings experience, creativity, and
respect for all children'sinput to her class; they will
meet inthe Gallery.

Our 1-3 grade teacher, Liesa Lietzke, had to re-
sign dueto time constraints experienced while work-
ing on her MFA in San Francisco. Her hard work
and enthusiasm will be continued by Natasha Castro.
Natasha has a theatre arts degree and teaching
credential and iscurrently teaching 3rd and 4th grad-
ers at New Horizons School for the homeless. This
classwill meet in the Bryan'sroom.

The RE committee has been working with Rev
Deanetoincreaseintergenerational participation, as
well asafeeling of connectedness between children
and adults in our fellowship. To that end, not only
will children start in the service (except for pre-K),
but so will the teachers! Thiswill give our teachers
a better feel for what is happening in the sanctuary
and potential opportunities to connect their lessons
to it. Two inter-generational/all-ages services are
scheduled: November 18, with Karen Holl asthe ser-
vice associate; and December 23, with Brent Haddad
as the service associate. These services will high-
light both children and adult participation. Thecom-
mitteeisexcited to work with Rev Deane on explor-
ing these new waysfor all of usto further deepen our
connectionstooneanother. —RE Committee
(Cindy Rogers, Devi Tong, ThomasWitz, Ted Merrill,
Brent Haddad, Karen Holl, Beth McKinnon, Jenean
Watrous)

Sunday Schedule for November:
*Nov 4—RE Classes, Ted coordinator
*Nov. 11—RE Classes, Thomas coordinator
*Nov. 18—Intergenerational Service
*Nov. 25—RE Classes, coordinator TBD

Class Updates
Preschool/Kindergarten Class. We've had an excit-

ing beginning to the year with additional new
children. Coming up we'll be preparing adish for the
homel esstabl e, planting bul bs, and making more Fall
crafts like recycled bird-feeders. We'll have our
UNICEF boxesfor aHalloween collection!

-Juliet Goldstein

1-3 Grade Class: Studentswill get to know the new
teacher and each other by sharing their specia quali-
ties. After celebrating our strengths, we will engage
in fun activities to practice working as a team and
promote a sense of community, leading to an exami-
nation of all of the wonderful things we have to be
thankful forinour lives. -Natasha Castro

4-6 Grade Class: The 4-6 grade class will be
exploring the themes of giving and receiving, adapt-
ing to and dealing with change, both in our communi-
ties and on a personal level, and continuing to dis-
cuss how our choices affect each other and the natu-
ral world. Some possible activities include making
dream catchers, leaf and bark rubbings and collages,
making a “tree of thanks” tree planting, and
composting. -Annabelle Siino

Sunday Morning Teen Group: The teen class will
continue to learn about world religions and ways to
practice using the guiding principles of those world
faithsin our daily lives. We will be doing some fun
activities and having in-class discussions. We will
explore what all of these guidelines mean to us and
how we may practiceincorporating the onesthat have
meaning for usinto how we live our lives and make
our choices. -Lee Maranto

YRUU (Young Religious Unitarian Universalists)
Teen youth group, mark your calendars!

Tuesday, November 6—YRUU 7-9pm

Sunday, November 18—Feeding Homeless

Tuesday, November 20—Y RUU 7-9pm

Saturday, December 1—Baking (time TBA)

Sunday, December 2—Bake Sale Fundrai ser

Saturday thru Monday, January 19-21—Snow trip!!!
-Laurie Simpkinson (laurieinprint@gmail .com)




WelcomeNew Members

The UUF Membership
Committee Welcomesthree
new members Sharon Willey,
Margaret Curry, and Julie
Gill.

A “Welcoming Ceremony” will be held on
November 18, during the servicefor all personswho
have signed the membership book from July to
November, 2007.

An orientation meeting for those who are
interested in learning more about Unitarian Univer-
salism and our Fellowship will be held after the
service on November 11, from 11:30am to 1:00pm.
Thisintroduction to our faith isan appropriate meet-
ing for visitors, new members, and those considering
membership in the UU Fellowship of Santa Cruz
County (UUFSCC). Comeshare, listen and ask ques-
tions. Our minister, Rev Deane Oliva, and Iran
Mohsenin, Chair of the Membership Committee, will
host.

Submitted by Iran Mohsenin

Dueto Popular Demand
T.G.1.F Continues

Thank GoodnessIt’sFriday,
aninformal drop-in gathering usual Iy“ IF
held at amembers homefrom WA AL
5:30to 7:30p.m., will continue on h q {? '-T
thelast Friday of the month, . T oA

November 30, and then from January to April, 2008.
Hosts provide an advance notice of directionsaswell
asdrinksand horsd’ oeuvres, the guests contribute to
the cost. All ages are welcome.

The November 30 TGIF will be at the Fel-
lowship and hosts are still needed. Please call or
email metosignup. Sing upsarealso needed for the
dates of January 25, February 29, March 28, or April
30. If you have not hosted before, now isagood time
to get your feet wet. We had agreat TGIF participa-
tion thissummer. It'sagood way for new members
to get acquainted and to stay in touch with long time
friends. Pleasejoin us on November 30 for the fun
and to celebrate the many accomplishments of this
year. We have alot to be thankful for!

Kéren Aaker,
662.9565 karen@aftonranch.net

UUF Dinner Club Is
Back in Action

The Dinner Club isacaollective dinner party
and an opportunity for UUF membersand friendsto
socidize and have agood time at each other’shomes.
Itisusually held onthe second Saturday of the month.
If this date is a problem, please call the host/ess to
see about changing the date, or if you cannot makeit
please inform the host/ess so they can contact some-
onefrom the substitutelist.

Thefirst nameonthelist isthe host who will
provide the home, hors d'oeuvres, and beverages.
The second on the list provides the main dish, the
third provides salad and bread, and the fourth pro-
videsthe dessert. If thereisafifth name listed, that
person provides vegetables. N

Thisisagreat way to get % :
to know peoplein awonderful setting g
with great hospitality and interesting
conversation. Please contact Iran Mohsenin at
imohsenin@comcast.net if you areinterested injoin-
ing future dinner club gatherings.

Group 1. 1) Mohsenin 2) Oxley/Newfarmer
3) Cantwell 4) Bowman

Group 2: 1) Heath 2) Forsyth 3) Bunger
4) Neher

Group 3: 1) Aaker/Fihe 2) Cole 3) Johnson
4) Rogers 5) Lamb

Group 4: 1) Hudson/Shackelford 2) Wood
3) McCreadie 4) Larzelere/Miracle

Group 5: 1) James/McCrow 2) LeMaster
3) Newman 4) Meyer

Group 6: 1) Collier/Young 2) Crawford/

Newbold 3) Smith/Merrill 4) Anton
Substitutes: Thiemann, Isherwood, Tong, McBrien

The Philosopher’s Sone

©

Gratitudeis one of the sweet
shortcutsto finding peace of

mind and happinessinside.

No matter what’s going on outside
of us, there’'salways something

we could be grateful for.

-Barry Neil Kaufman,
author of Happinessisa Choice

-10-



Musical Ministry

Hospitality Committee Reports

The Music Committee would like to extend
avery heartfelt thanks to Linda Neher for donating
additional "Singing the Journey" hymnals for our
Fellowship. Your generousgift ismuch appreciated.

Thank You, Katherine LeM aster
Invitation for Holiday Choir
o Please consider joining the UUFSCC

A - Holiday Choir. We will be making
beautiful multi-cultural musicfor the
holidays and lovely Christmas Eve

traditional choral music. Thisisanon-audition choir
and we need you!

The act of singing together creates fellow-
ship and isexcellent for physical, spiritual and men-
tal health. Vocal music can facilitate sacred experi-
ences during this special time of year.

We practice on Wednesday nights at 7pm at
thefellowship and twice monthly on Sundaysat 9am
in the Sanctuary. We'll have our first meeting/pot-
luck on Wednesday, November 7, at Brian Heath's
houseat 7pm at 6620 Mello Lane, Santa Cruz, 95062,
to get cracking on the holidays, aswell asmusic for
November. Please know that you will be warmly
welcomed whatever your skill and experience level
is. Contact UUFSCC Music Coordinator, Gail Swain
459-9248, gailsings@cruzio.com

Invitation for Instrumentalists
| am currently compiling alist of
instrumentaliststo assist usinthe
Music Ministry at the Fellowship.
Wewould likeyou to play your instrument
during the upcoming services, especialy during the
holidays. Your presence will be warmly appreci-
ated. Gail Swain, UUFSCC Music Coordinator, 459-
9248 gailsings@cruzio.com

Open Mic at the UUF

On the second Wednesday of the month, November
14, the UUF opens its door for entertainers of all
strips, so come as you are and bring your song, or
poetry, magic, or monologue to share with others.
Sign-upsare at 7pm and the start timeis 7:30pm.

For more information call Barry Seidler at
831-689-0670 or Dave “Woody” Wood.

Chant and Meditation Circle

On the cold dark nights of winter we will gather to
warm our soulswith the sound of sacred music. Join
us on Wednesday, November 28, 7:30-8:30pminthe
Sanctuary to center and calm with chant and medita-
tion

-11 -

Thank you for help in making our Coffee Hour
a success this month. In October, Woody, Mary
Bailey, Brent & Cypress Haddad, and Barbara
England hosted for us. For the first week in Novem-
ber, thanksgo out to Guy & Nancy Cantwt . /

| want to give aspecial thank
you to Mary Bailey for the many times
she has stayed to help clean up. —

That'sright folks, the same people have been volun-
teering most of the time. Please, let's all share this
responsibility and signup! If you haven't done any-
thing for Coffee Hour inthelast four monthswe need
your participation.

There will be no potluck in November, but
on November 18, the Hospitality Committee will be
serving sandwichesfor our Congregational meeting.
Last year'ssuccessful Thanksgiving Dinner was mas-
terminded by Wendy Wyckoff. Just want you to know,
Wendy, we greatly appreciate your "Labor of Love."
Thisyear people should call Mary Brooksto sign up
for our traditional UUF Thanksgiving Potluck
Dinner, which we' Il be announcing at Sunday morn-
ing services. The deadline for signing up is
November 19. Patt Taylor

Connecting with the
Caring Connection

The new email address for sending requests
for assistance or otherwise communicating with the
Caring Connectioniscaringconnection@uufscc.org

If you send amessage to this address, it will
reach one of the members of the Caring Connection:
Eve Seamon, Jane Booth, Missy Ratcliffe, Sylvia
Forsyth, or Helen Oxley. Please notethat your mes-
sage will not be transmitted directly to all members
of the Fellowship.

Whenever Eve or another member of the
Caring Connection receivesinformation, which needs
to betransmitted to the Fellowship by email, shewill
prepare anotice that will be sent to the remainder of
the congregation. Helen Oxley

UUF FYI's

* For information about theFir st Friday Book Group
contact Joan Roberts at 688-7598.




October 20, 2007

If you see ared dot on your mailing label your UNICORN subscription expires with this issue.

To renew, send $12 to the Fellowship—or join us and receive it as a membership benefit.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Time Value Material
of Santa Cruz County Please Do Not Delay
6401 Freedom Blvd., Aptos, CA 95003

}

Return Service Requested

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
Paid
Aptos, CA
Permit #11




